' things with a high hand. The Spaniard seems to
to            be playing a part unworthy of his dignity, and

by no means consistent with the great hopes he
seemed to entertain of taking Constantinople.
He has now sent an envoy thither, to ask for
peace or a truce from the Sultan, and buy it of
the Pashas. But the success of John of Austria in
Africa will render this more difficult, unless the
Turks are to suffer in reputation. In this place
we seem less than ever inclined to be obsequi-
ous to the Pope; the States of Austria have as*
sembled. Such of them as profess the Reformed
Religion are going to beg the Emperor to grant
them a church in this city for the performance
of their service, and they hope lie will accede
to their request. They say, too, that he has made
up his mind to expel all the Italian monks, and
then the monasteries will be left empty, since it
is said that there is not a German monk in the
place, for the Jesuits think themselves grossly in-
sulted if they are called monks. The King of Po-
land has at last torn himself from his friends* and,
I believe, passed the Rhine five or six days ago,
for he left Nancy the twenty-fourth of List month.
My unhappy country, France, is falling headlong,
and you English look on idly at the ruin, and
make your market of the folly of our people*
and of the Belgians, or rather the Spaniards, Alva
leaves Belgium without any great triumph, I be-
lieve nothing vexes him more than that he lias
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